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With wit, humor, and decades of personal experiences from which to draw, Alan Dershowitz

dispenses advice on career, law, and life in a book aimed at those just starting out in the legal

profession.As defender of both the righteous and the questionable, Alan Dershowitz has become

perhaps the most famous and outspoken attorney in the land. Whether or not they agree with his

legal tactics, most people would agree that he possesses a powerful and profound sense of justice.

In this meditation on his profession, Dershowitz writes about life, law, and the opportunities that

young lawyers have to do good and do well at the same time.We live in an age of growing

dissatisfaction with law as a career, which ironically comes at a time of unprecedented wealth for

many lawyers. Dershowitz addresses this paradox, as well as the uncomfortable reality of working

hard for clients who are often without many redeeming qualities. He writes about the lure of money,

fame, and power, as well as about the seduction of success. In the process, he conveys some of

the "tricks of the trade" that have helped him win cases and become successful at the art and

practice of "lawyering."
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Caution: This book contains some strong language that will offend some. I found it no worse than

what is said on television talk shows every day, if you can read lips..I highly recommend this book to

all those who are thinking of going to law school, are attending law school, or are planning their

legal careers. Professor Dershowitz (whose student I have been) tells it like it is about the many



flaws in the legal system, the ways that law and personal morality come into conflict, and the

flagrant abuses of power that occur.His purpose is to prepare you for what is coming, so that you

can make a good decision about where practicing or teaching law fits the balance of professional

challenge and personal integrity that makes sense to and for you.He also warns against those who

give advice, noting that most describe how you can become like them . . . or repeat all of their

mistakes because they have never learned from those experiences.Law is "ethically ambiguous

terrain." Then, section by section, he describes those moral ambiguities, especially as they occur in

the criminal justice system. Although not everyone will agree with his advice, you will certainly see

the terrain clearly. Perhaps the most interesting argument is that "the truly moral person . . . does

the right thing without . . . reward or . . . punishment." In making this case, he moves to a notion of

morality that is beyond religious ethics.I could see myself again traveling down the road of

disillusionment that Professor Dershowitz describes. First, we find a legal hero. What we don't

realize is that this hero also has human flaws of which we will not approve. When we find out about

those flaws, our sense of the idealism of the law is diminished.
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